
12/17/21
Dear Parents and Prospective Athletes,

The Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA), in conjunction with the
Washington State Department of Health, has mandated specific testing protocols that will allow
High Contact, Indoor Sport Seasons (Basketball, Wrestling, Cheer) to take place this school
year.  In compliance with WIAA regulations, Newport School District will be testing unvaccinated
athletes, coaches, trainers and related personnel for COVID-19.
The method of which all school districts will use to test for COVID is the rapid self collected
nasal swab which provides results within 15 minutes.  Staff facilitating the tests have been
trained to observe the specimen collection and interpret the result of the test. Unvaccinated
athletes will be tested twice each week and 24 hours before each contest.  Individuals who
provide documentation of a confirmed COVID 19 infection within the past 90 days will not be
required to test, however, if the end of the 90 days falls within the season, that individual will be
required to enter the testing protocol.

Any individual testing positive will be placed into the district's isolation protocol. According to
WIAA guidance, unvaccinated athletes, coaches, athletic trainers and other support personnel
identified as close contacts will be required to quarantine, even if they recently had a negative
test. Fully vaccinated athletes, coaches, athletic trainers, and other support personnel identified
as close contacts will need to be tested and wear a mask for 14 days, or until they receive a
negative test result.  To ensure that we are following the correct protocol for each student
athlete, coach, and game personnel we will ask for the vaccination status of all individuals
participating in winter sports. However, while we will ask for the vaccination status,your child is
not required to share their vaccination status. If at any time we are uncertain of an individual's
vaccination status we will proceed as if the individual is not vaccinated (which has implications
for testing and the length the individual be asked to quarantine).

Please understand that the testing requirement for individuals participating in winter sports is a
state requirement. While this process will be time consuming and at times very inconvenient,
both athletes and coaches will have to follow these guidelines. A positive of this, active
participation in these sports, athletes will not be required to wear masks. As an athletic
department we will make every effort to provide as much as a normal environment as we can
and know that the privacy rights afforded your child by both FERPA and HIPAA will be adhered
to at all times.

Any additional information can be found on the Washington State Department of Health link, or
the WIAA website.  If you have any questions please contact the athletic office at 447-2426.

Sincerely,

Shaylene Lee
Sadie Halstead Middle School
Math Teacher/Athletic Director

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-105-K12Schools2021-2022.pdf
https://wiaa.com/subcontent.aspx?SecID=1240

